
 

 

Higher Education Student Affairs 
International Student Frequently Asked Questions 

 
The following are answers to questions frequently asked by international students interested in the Higher 
Education Student Affairs M.Ed. program at Western Carolina University. Such prospective students should 
thoroughly review our program website and the International Applicant section of the Graduate School 
website.  
 
Do we have the ability to waive the application fee?  
No. All applicants are required to pay the application fee. There is no waiver.  
 
Are international applicants required to have a transcript evaluation?  
Yes. Regardless of the type of instruction an international applicant received a transcript evaluation is 
required. A list of approved agencies for such evaluations can be found on the Graduate School website. 
There is not waiver for this requirement.  
 
Are there funds to help cover the cost of the transcript evaluation?  
No. All associated costs must be paid by the applicant.  
 
Is a test of language proficiency required?  
All international students must demonstrate a proficiency in English to be admitted to WCU. Please visit the 
Office of Global Engagement’s page for International Students to view current requirements for approved 
tests of language proficiency or standards for exemption.   
 
Are there scholarships available for international students?  
No specific scholarships to our program are currently available for international students. All available 
scholarship information is available at WCU Scholarship Portal.  
 
Where do I find information about being an international student at WCU?  
Details can be found on our WCU Global website  
 
Are international students eligible for a graduate assistantship?  
All full-time HESA students have a graduate assistantship. These are paid but do not cover tuition and fees.  
 
Do graduate assistantships come with tuition remission / waiver?  
No. While they are paid, students must pay tuition and fees.  
 
Is a specific undergraduate major required for admission to the program?  
No. We accept students from a wide-range of educational backgrounds. We have no specific requirements 
regarding undergraduate major.  
 

https://www.wcu.edu/learn/programs/higher-education-student-affairs-med/index.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/apply/graduate-school/admissions/international-graduate-admission.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/office-of-global-engagement/international-students/index.aspx#grad
https://www.wcu.edu/apply/scholarships/index.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/office-of-global-engagement/international-students/index.aspx#grad


 

 

Do prospective students need to connect with specific faculty to discuss potential research collaborations 
before applying? 
No. We are a program primarily focused on training practitioners and not researchers. While there is a 
research course in the curriculum, no in-depth research expectations or support are not provided. 
 
If you have further questions after thoroughly reviewing the above information and linked resources, you 
can direct those to hesa@wcu.edu  
 

mailto:hesa@wcu.edu

